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 For centuries there 
was no such conflict. In the 
19th century the land of Pales-
tine was inhabited by a multi-
cultural population – approxi-
mately 86 percent Muslim, 10 
percent Christian, and 4 per-
cent Jewish – living in peace.
[1]
Zionism
 In the late 1800s a 
group in Europe decided to 
colonize this land. Known as 
Zionists, they represented an 
extremist minority of the Jew-
ish population. Their goal was 
to create a Jewish homeland, 
and they considered locations 
in Africa and the Americas, 
before settling on Palestine.[2]
 At first, this immi-
gration created no problems. 
However, as more and more 
Zionists immigrated to Pales-
tine – many with the express 
wish of taking over the land 
for a Jewish state – the in-
digenous population became 
increasingly alarmed. Eventu-
ally, fighting broke out, with 
escalating waves of violence. 
Hitler’s rise to power, com-
bined with Zionist activities to 
sabotage efforts to place Jew-
ish refugees in western coun-
tries[3], led to increased Jew-
ish immigration to Palestine, 
and conflict grew.
UN Partition Plan
 Finally, in 1947 the 

United Nations decided to 
intervene. However, rather 
than adhering to the prin-
ciple of “self-determination of 
peoples,” in which the people 
themselves create their own 
state and system of govern-
ment, the UN chose to revert to 
the medieval strategy whereby 
an outside power divides up 
other people’s land.
 Under considerable 
Zionist pressure, the UN rec-
ommended giving away 55% 

of Palestine to a Jewish state – 
despite the fact that this group 
represented only about 30% 
of the total population, and 
owned under 7% of the land.
1947-1949 War
 While it is widely re-

ported that the resulting war 
eventually included five Arab 
armies, less well known is the 
fact that throughout this war 
Zionist forces outnumbered 
all Arab and Palestinian com-
batants combined – often by a 
factor of two to three. More-
over, Arab armies did not in-
vade Israel – virtually all bat-
tles were fought on land that 
was to have been the Palestin-
ian state.
 Finally, it is signifi-

cant to note that Arab armies 
entered the conflict only after 
Zionist forces had committed 
16 massacres, including the 
grisly massacre of over 100 
men, women, and children 
at Deir Yassin. Future Israeli 

Prime Minister Menachem Be-
gin, head of one of the Jewish 
terrorist groups, described this 
as “splendid,” and stated: “As in 
Deir Yassin, so everywhere, we 
will attack and smite the en-
emy. God, God, Thou has cho-
sen us for conquest.” Zionist 
forces committed 33 massacres 
altogether.[4]
 By the end of the war, 
Israel had conquered 78 per-
cent of Palestine; three-quar-
ters of a million Palestinians 

had been made refugees; over 
500 towns and villages had 
been obliterated; and a new 
map was drawn up, in which 
every city, river and hillock 
received a new, Hebrew name, 
as all vestiges of the Palestin-
ian culture were to be erased. 
For decades Israel denied the 
existence of this population, 
former Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Golda Meir once saying: 
“There were no such thing as 
Palestinians.”[5]
 In 1967, Israel con-
quered still more land. Fol-
lowing the “Six Day War,” in 
which Israeli forces launched 
a highly successful surprise 

attack on Egypt, Israel occu-
pied the final 22% of Palestine 
that had eluded it in 1948 – the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Since, according to interna-
tional law it is inadmissible to 
acquire territory by war, these 

are occupied territories and 
do not belong to Israel. It also 
occupied parts of Egypt (since 
returned) and Syria (which re-
main under occupation).
 Also during the Six 
Day War, Israel attacked a US 
Navy ship, the USS Liberty, 
killing and injuring over 200 
American servicemen. Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson recalled 
rescue flights, saying that he 
did not want to “embarrass 
an ally.” (In 2004 a high-level 
commission chaired by Ad-
miral Thomas Moorer, former 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, found this attack to 
be “an act of war against the 
United States,” a fact few news 
media have reported.)[6]
Current Conflict
 There are two primary 
issues at the core of this con-
tinuing conflict. First, there 
is the inevitably destabilizing 
effect of trying to maintain an 
ethnically preferential state, 
particularly when it is largely 
of foreign origin.[7] The origi-
nal population of what is now 
Israel was 96 percent Mus-
lim and Christian, yet, these 
refugees are prohibited from 
returning to their homes in 
the self-described Jewish state 
(and those within Israel are 
subjected to systematic dis-

Written by: Israel Hanukoglu, 
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 Quote from Charles 
Krauthammer - The Weekly 
Standard, May 11, 1998
 “Israel is the very em-
bodiment of Jewish continu-
ity: It is the only nation on 
earth that inhabits the same 
land, bears the same name, 

speaks the same language, 
and worships the same God 
that it did 3,000 years ago. 
You dig the soil and you find 
pottery from Davidic times, 
coins from Bar Kokhba, and 
2,000-year-old scrolls writ-
ten in a script remarkably like 
the one that today advertises 
ice cream at the corner candy 
store.”
 The people of Is-
rael (also called the “Jewish 
People”) trace their origin to 
Abraham, who established the 
belief that there is only one 
God, the creator of the uni-
verse (see Torah). Abraham, 

his son Yitshak (Isaac), and 
grandson Jacob (Israel) are 
referred to as the patriarchs 
of the Israelites. All three pa-
triarchs lived in the Land of 
Canaan, that later came to be 
known as the Land of Israel. 
They and their wives are bur-
ied in the Ma’arat HaMachpe-
la, the Tomb of the Patriarchs, 
in Hebron (Genesis Chapter 
23).
 The name Israel de-
rives from the name given to 
Jacob (Genesis 32:29). His 12 
sons were the kernels of 12 
tribes that later developed into 
the Jewish nation. The name 

Jew derives from Yehuda (Ju-
dah) one of the 12 sons of Ja-
cob (Reuben, Shimon, Levi, 
Yehuda, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, 
Asher, Yisachar, Zevulun, Yo-
sef, Binyamin)(Exodus 1:1). 
So, the names Israel, Israeli or 
Jewish refer to people of the 
same origin.
 The descendants of 
Abraham crystallized into a 
nation at about 1300 BCE af-
ter their Exodus from Egypt 
under the leadership of Moses 
(Moshe in Hebrew). Soon after 
the Exodus, Moses transmit-
ted to the people of this newly 
emerging nation, the Torah, 

and the Ten Commandments 
(Exodus Chapter 20). After 40 
years in the Sinai desert, Mo-
ses led them to the Land of Is-
rael, that is cited in The Bible 
as the land promised by G-d 
to the descendants of the pa-
triarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob (Genesis 17:8).
 The people of mod-
ern day Israel share the same 
language and culture shaped 
by the Jewish heritage and re-
ligion passed through genera-
tions starting with the found-
ing father Abraham (ca. 1800 
BCE). Thus, Jews have had a 
continuous presence in the 

A Brief History of Israel and the Jewish People

contined on page 3
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 “And it came to 
pass, as if it had been a 
light thing for him to walk 
in the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, that he 
took to wife Jezebel the 
daughter of Ethbaal king 
of the Zidonians, and 
went and served Baal, 
and worshipped him. “  (1 
Kings 16:31)
 Elijah lived in a 
period a lot like ours, 
one marked by spiritual 
decline and honoring god 
was at an all time low. 
There was strife in Israel 
at the time, with God’s 
people divided into two 
kingdoms-samaria in the 
north anb Judah in the 
south. The Samaritans 
faith became corrupted 
because they allowed 
other religions to mix 
with Judaism. Ahab, the 
notorious king behind 
all this, took God’s ways 
lightly, “as if it had been a 
light thing for him to walk 
in the sins of Jeroboam.”
 Under ahab’s rule, 
the people sinned freely 
and felt no conviction 
over it. If there was sexual 
immorality or bribery, it 
was no big deal. Ahab 
even tolerated child 
sacrifice, erecting altars 
to the terrible religion 
of Baal. He did it all for 
greed, to keep tithes and 
taxes pouring in from 
any religious source. The 
Bible says this wicked 
man committed more evil 
than anybody in history 
up to that time: “And 
Ahab...did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, more that all 
who were before him.”

DIVINE 
HEALING

Continued on page 3

We are living in a time 
of spiritual decline. 
Experts say the world 
has never seen the kind 
of downturn in belief 
we are experiencing. 
Atheism, and agnosticism 
have spiked sharply 
as Americans leave 
the church in droves. I 
believe it is all happening 
because Satan knows 
his time is short, and he 
is using every weapon 
possible to chip away at 
divine authority, not just 
in cultural expressions, 
but in the heart of every 
Christian.
 Most followers of 
Jesus today are facing 
some kind of conflict. 
In some parts of the 
globe this manifests 
as deadly persecution. 
Here in the west we see 
fierce culktural battles 
over Christian faith. And 
everywhere followers 
of Jesus struggle 
individually, with finances, 
even with church. There 
very foundatiuons of 
belief are being shaken, 
and some Christians are 
wighdrawing vompletely 
from faith. Others choose 
a more casual faith than 
before. Spiritual practices 
that they once considered 
important, such as prayer 
of fasting are now being 
taken lightly.
 The truth is that 
God has a role for each of 
us to play in this darkening 
generatiuon. We have all 
been called to bring hope 
and life to the lost and 
doubting, especially in 

this hour.
 Have you been 
tempted to compromise 
what you believe? Are 
you facing hardships 
that have brought doubts 
about God’s love? Have 
you felt oberwhelmed, 
discouraged, even 
defeated? 
 We have all been 
given divine authority in 
Christ, and right now the 
enemy of our souos is 
doing all he can to rob 
us of it. Eloijah’s example 
is meant to instruct us 
during such times as 
theswe. His life tells us 
we can stand firm in our 
darkest hour, that we can 
resist temptation, that 
we can withstand every 
deadly onslaught of the 
devil, because God has 
imparted to us his own 
authority for his kingdom 
purposes.

 Along with appointed, and confirmed Judges across 
the land, the confirmation of, Judge Brett Kavanaugh, to the 
United States Supreme Court is a very important step toward 
the rule of law, in a divided nation.
There is, however, a Righteous Judge who sits atop the 
eternal courtroom of God, robed in white, whose name is 
the Honorable Judge, JESUS CHRIST. In His courtroom the 
souls of men are judged with decisions of life and death, with 
matters of Heaven and hell, and all decisions are guided by 
His Perfect Wisdom. One day we will all have our time in His 
courtroom to give account. Make sure your name is written 
in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and your personal judgement will 
be one of righteousness. -Bishop Cornelius Duncan

GWN Editorial from the desk 
of Bishop Cornelius Duncan.

by: Mark Driscoll
 The devil said to 
Him, “If You are the Son of 
God, command this stone to 
become bread.” (Luke 4:3).
 You form your 
identity in one of two ways: 
you achieve it by yourself or 
you receive it from God.
 When you achieve 
your identity by yourself, 
there are numerous problems. 
If you wrap up your identity 
in your role (mother, wife, 
husband, father, winner, 
beauty queen and so forth), 
when your role changes, you 
fall into an identity crisis. 
When the kids move out, 
the marriage crumbles, you 
lose your job or age comes 
to diminish your beauty, you 
become devastated. You no 
longer know who you are.
 When you receive 
your identity from God, you 
are able to remain healthy no 
matter what happens in your 
life. When you know that you 
are a loved child of God, you 
are free to stop living for your 
identity—something that 
is never secure—and start 

living from your identity, 
which is eternally secure.
 Get Spirit-filled 
content delivered right to 
your inbox! Click here to 
subscribe to our newsletter.
 Who you think you 
are determines what you 
do. Because of this, when 
Satan attacks, he starts by 
undermining your sense of 
identity. In the first attack 
on humans, Adam and Eve 
were told that if they did 
something (partake of the 
forbidden fruit), they would 
then achieve their identity by 
becoming “like God.” That, 
however, was a lie. God had 
already made them in His 
likeness. They had already 
received an identity of being 
like God but somehow 
got spiritual amnesia and 
forgot who they were. They 
wrongly believed the satanic 
lie that they could achieve an 
identity by their own efforts.
advertisement
 Satan used this same 
tactic when he attacked 
Jesus. We read of the assault 

Here’s How Satan Will Try 
to Attack Your Identity

            Joe Schroeder works 
as a farm advocate for Farm 
Aid, where he answers calls to 
the group’s farmer hotline. The 
calls, which are up 30 percent 
over last year, range from rou-
tine questions about navigating 
federal programs and explor-
ing credit options to dire pleas 
for help from farmers who 
have run out of ways to keep 
their businesses solvent. He has 
heard from three or four sui-
cidal farmers each month this 
summer.
    Schroeder talks call-
ers in crisis through Chapter 
12 bankruptcy and sends out 
$500 checks to help them buy 
groceries and get the lights 
turned back on. One woman 
who called was eating nothing 

Continued on page 16

American Farmers
In Crisis
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South Kentucky Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation Linemen (KRECC) provide new electrical lines on Vine Street in Monticello, Kentucky. These 
linemen improve the quality of life in all communities with electricity. We appreciate the efforts of these brave men for their important work providing 
this service. Our prayers are with them during their work. -Cornelius Duncan

crimination).[8]
 Second, Israel’s con-
tinued military occupation 
and confiscation of privately 
owned land in the West Bank, 
and control over Gaza, are ex-
tremely oppressive, with Pales-
tinians having minimal control 
over their lives.[9] Thousands 
of Palestinian men, women, 
and children are held in Israeli 
prisons.[10] Few of them have 
had a legitimate trial; Physical 
abuse and torture are frequent.
[11] Palestinian borders (even 
internal ones) are controlled by 
Israeli forces.[12] Periodically 
men, women, and children 
are strip searched[13]; people 
are beaten; women in labor 
are prevented from reaching 
hospitals (at times resulting 
in death)[14]; food and medi-
cine are blocked from entering 
Gaza, producing an escalating 
humanitarian crisis. Israeli 
forces invade almost daily, in-
juring, kidnapping, and some-
times killing inhabitants.[15]
 According to the Oslo 
peace accords of 1993, these 
territories were supposed to 
finally become a Palestinian 
state. However, after years of 
Israel continuing to confiscate 
land and conditions steadi-
ly worsening, the Palestin-
ian population rebelled. (The 
Barak offer, widely reputed to 
be generous, was anything but.
[16]) This uprising, called the 
“Intifada” (Arabic for “shaking 
off ”) began at the end of Sep-
tember 2000.
U.S. Involvement
 Largely due to special-
interest lobbying, U.S. taxpay-
ers give Israel an average of $10 
million per day, and since its 
creation have given more U.S. 
funds to Israel than to any oth-
er nation.[17] As Americans 
learn about how Israel is using 
our tax dollars, many are call-
ing for an end to this expendi-
ture.

Synopsis
land of Israel for the past 3,300 
years.
 The rule of Israelites 
in the land of Israel starts with 
the conquests of Joshua (ca. 
1250 BCE). The period from 
1000-587 BCE is known as 
the “Period of the Kings”. The 
most noteworthy kings were 
King David (1010-970 BCE), 
who made Jerusalem the Cap-
ital of Israel, and his son Solo-
mon (Shlomo, 970-931 BCE), 
who built the first Temple in 
Jerusalem as prescribed in the 
Tanach (Old Testament).
 In 587 BCE, Babylo-
nian Nebuchadnezzar’s army 
captured Jerusalem, destroyed 
the Temple, and exiled the 
Jews to Babylon (modern day 
Iraq).
 The year 587 BCE 
marks a turning point in the 
history of the region. From 
this year onwards, the region 
was ruled or controlled by 
a succession of superpower 
empires of the time in the 
following order: Babylonian, 
Persian, Greek Hellenistic, 
Roman and Byzantine Em-
pires, Islamic and Christian 
crusaders, Ottoman Empire, 
and the British Empire.

History
continued from front page

on Jesus’ identity in Luke 4:3, “The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this 
stone to become bread.’” Satan questioned Jesus’ identity as the Son of God. God the Father 
spoke this very thing from heaven over Jesus at His baptism 40 days prior saying, “You are My 
beloved Son” (Luke 3:22b). Jesus did not need to do anything to achieve His identity as the Son 
of God. Unlike Adam, Jesus did not forget who He was.

Sometimes negative self-talk and negative self-image are a demonic attack on you and your 
identity, as was the case with Jesus. Knowing who God says you are as a loved, forgiven saint 
with a Father who never fails is the key to your victory, just as it was to Jesus.

Mark Driscoll is a Jesus-following, mission-leading, church-serving, people-loving, Bible-
preaching pastor and the author of many books, including Spirit-Filled Jesus, which you can 
order here. He currently pastors The Trinity Church in Scottsdale, Arizona, with his family. For 
all of pastor Mark Driscoll’s Bible teaching, please visit markdriscoll.org or download the app. 
You can download a free devotional e-book from pastor Mark here.

Photos from Monticello, KY
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 We’ve all had it hap-
pen before—and sometimes it 
just smacks us right in the face. 
Out of nowhere, we suddenly 
discover that God is leading us 
to take a spiritual inventory of 
our life, family and church.
 “Be diligent to know 
the state of your flocks, and 
look well to your herd (Prov. 
27:23).
 Lately, I’ve been told 
one scenario after the next 
where godly people are getting 
thrown off-guard with some of 
the most bizarre situations. It’s 
obvious that there is a major 
shift happening across de-
nominational and fellowship 
boundaries; rifts and spiritual 
battles are taking place in con-
gregations at an alarming rate. 
As leaders, we must look to 
see if there are any “spiritual 
cracks” within our congrega-
tions. Let’s take a look at the 
three biggest potential cracks:
Division
 (def.): A disagree-
ment between two or more 
groups, typically producing 
tension or hostility.
 There’s been so much 
talk lately concerning the dis-
unity in our country. Indeed 
it is there! But how did it get 
there? Did we just wake up 
one day and it appeared? No! 
Division is like a slow, slither-
ing snake; something that has 
been right near you for a long 
time, resting, nesting and feed-
ing on its innocent victims one 
tiny meal at a time. But before 
long, it isn’t a small snake any-
more; rather, it is a monster 
living right in your basement, 
shed, garage or, even worse, 
it’s now made its way within 
the personal confinements of 
your home. It’s not there to 
play games—it’s there to kill 
you, because that is a snake’s 
nature. This is the nature of di-
vision.
 Division doesn’t start 
overnight—it starts with one 
small offense after the next, 
one slight slip-up or comment 
after the other, and all the while, 
those attached to this evil con-
tinue to feed off of it. If we are 
not careful as church leaders, 
we can one day discover that 
we have a church full of people 
on Sunday without true unity 
of the Spirit. They come into 
the service and enjoy it, maybe 
even put a smile on their face, 
but deep inside they are lonely, 
perturbed and frustrated with 
what is going on. That wedge 
can grow dangerously deeper 
and deeper by the week.
 I talked with a pas-
tor who told me that several 
years ago, his congregation 

3 Major Cracks that could tear todays church apart
had been cut in half from one Sun-
day to the next without any warning. 
Those who left never came back. 
As he looked into what was going 
on, he discovered that deep-seated 
factions had developed; like a con-
gregational family feud! The culprit: 
unresolved division. If not dealt 
with, division will eventually try 
raising its ugly head and strike, and 
when this happens, it must be dealt 
with out of love, grace and divine 
wisdom.
Unbelief
 (Def.) - An absence of 
faith.
 One measure of our ma-
turity as Christians is our ability to 
believe what God speaks to us. It is 
the deep understanding that God 
said it, and although we can’t see it 
right now, we know that it will hap-
pen. There are many areas of our 
lives where God is working all the 
time; however, I believe that God is 
taking us on a deeper understand-
ing through learning to trust Him in 
all circumstances.
Related Articles
 * Cross of Christ Stands 
Tall After Cat-4 Winds Destroy Spir-
it-Filled Church
    * Why You’re Not Seeing Signs 
and Wonders in Your Church
 I remember years ago 
when my family sold practically 
everything we owned and went on 
the road full time. We had young 
children, no services scheduled yet, 
and off we went by faith. God told us 
to go, and we did. It was amazing—
until we started driving. By the time 
we got barely across the New York 
state line, our fuel tank was almost 
empty. At 54 feet long, our vehicle 
was a gas-guzzler to say the least 
(remember we were just starting out, 
which means we had little money in 
our pockets). Within another hour 
or so, fear gripped me in such a way 
that I had to pull over. What did I 
do? What on earth have I just done 
to my family? I thought. We pulled 
into a safe area off the highway, and 
I shared with my wife about why we 
should turn back. There I was—the 
fearless leader—panicking!
 And then my wife looked 
right at me and said something that 
I will never forget. She said, “We 
heard God! Many are watching right 
now; our friends, family, and even 
our enemies. If we just try, and fail 
at this, we still win. If we have to 
go back home after a few months, I 
can live with that because we tried. 
But if we turn back now out of fear, 
Satan wins and we lose. Why? Be-
cause we didn’t even try. We’ve got 
to try; that is all God is asking.” So 
we carried on—and 28 states and 
several countries later, God proved 
to be faithful.
 We must gut doubt and 
cultivate faith within our congrega-
tions. When God tells us to move 
forward and we don’t try, we lose. 

Sometimes we just have to lean 
forward a bit, knowing God will 
catch us if we fall. Believe!
Contempt
 (def.) - The feeling that 
a person or a thing is beneath 
consideration, worthless or de-
serving scorn.
 There are many direc-
tions to go on this topic: we can 
treat the presence of the Lord with 
contempt. We can do the same 
with prophecy, as the Bible tells 
us (1 Thess. 5:20). We can also 
treat our brother or sister in the 
Lord with contempt, seeing them 
as a lesser value than how God 
sees them. There are many ways 
that Satan “cracks” a church. I 
believe any crack within our con-
gregations is serious, so I want to 
hone in on one specific area that I 
think is happening in churches all 
across our country.
 When we look at the 
news and see all of the discord 
going on in our country, how a 
few politicians are acting right 
now can almost seem as though 
some of them have lost their 
minds, literally. It makes you 
wonder: How did they get into 
some of the highest positions in 
our country? What did they have 
to do to get there and how are they 
still there? But maybe the govern-

ment isn’t our biggest problem right 
now; maybe our government is act-
ing like our churches.
 “When Simon saw that 
through the laying on of the apostles’ 
hands the Holy Spirit was given, he 
offered them money” (Acts 8:18).
 While in Bible college, we 
went to “Holy Ghost camp meetings.” 
This was when pastors and lead-
ers would get on their faces before 
God and not get up until they heard 
a word from Him. As church minis-
try evolved, we eventually stopped 
having Holy Ghost camp meetings 
and began having church growth 
seminars, where business and mar-
keting strategists would teach us 
how to grow our churches fast. They 
would go as far as training us to fill 
key church positions with wealthy, 
influential leaders from the Chris-
tian community so that they could 
promote “marketability and church 
growth” among other influential 
church people. Through this method, 
for the last decade or so, we have had 
key positions in the church filled with 
people who are using great wealth 
and influence to carry out God’s di-
vine mission rather than the anoint-
ing of God. But it isn’t wealth or in-
fluence that brings someone to the 
kingdom; it is the anointing of God 
working through someone’s life.
 For some ministers, the so-

lution to your problems have 
been sitting right there in your 
congregation for a long time. 
I think it is time for a roster 
change within some of our 
churches. We need to get 
back to Holy Ghost meetings, 
because it is the Holy Ghost 
who will fill all cracks within 
our churches. We have to be 
on the lookout for these three 
cracks of division, unbelief 
and contempt, and do every-
thing we can to reverse the 
enemy’s plan.
 Andy Sanders has 
been speaking for 25 years. 
He has traveled extensively 
around the U.S. and other 
parts of the world. He is a 
prolific writer who carries 
both a prophetic and lead-
ership-type message to the 
church. Sanders has a B.A. 
from Central Bible College 
and a master’s and doctorate 
in Christian education from 
Freedom Seminary, graduat-
ing with honors. He is mar-
ried to Cathy, and their fam-
ily resides in Syracuse, New 
York.
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“Seriously, are any of them 
paying attention?”
 Or how about this 
question: “Will any church 
leaders rise up and repent 
for being defiant against God 
and His Word?”
 Wow, these are some 
bold questions! They are 
also questions—very serious 
questions—that need to be 
unpacked. What do I mean 
by “repent for being defiant 
against God’s Word”?
 Let me begin my an-
swer with these powerful 
words from Jesus: “By this 
all men will know that you 
are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another” (John 
13:35). In case you didn’t 
notice, Jesus wasn’t talking 
to sinners. He was speaking 
to His intimate group of 12 
disciples whose feet He had 
just washed. In fact, here Je-
sus sets the course for evan-
gelism. “Boys, if you want 
to reach the world, the un-
churched, the first step is for 
them to see you loving each 
other as I have loved you.” 
Powerful!
 Now, I’m going to 
make my own powerful 
statement that I believe with 
all my heart: The church as 
we know it today is not ready 
to win the lost. Yes, I said it! 
The state of the church to-
day is pathetic, apathetic and 
should be embarrassed of 
itself. Don’t believe me? Just 
look at what the statistics 
are showing: The church is 
not having the effect on the 
world that Jesus intended 
when He commissioned her 
into action.
 In her article called 
“It’s Hard to Go to Church,” 

Emma Green writes how 
science has become a more 
widely accepted method 
for investigating and un-
derstanding the physical 
world than religion is. As the 
United States has become 
more secular, people have 
slowly begun drifting away 
from the faith. Green goes 
on to say while there have 
been changes in this kind of 
private belief and practice, 
the most significant shift 
has been in the way people 
publicly practice their faith: 
Americans (and particu-
larly young Americans) are 
less likely to attend services 
or identify with a religious 
group than they have at any 
time in recent memory.
 The Pew Research 
Center recently released a 
survey that showed that one 
in five adults who attend 
church monthly or more say 
they do not “usually” feel 
God’s presence; one in four 
don’t usually feel a sense of 
community; and four in 10 
don’t “usually” feel connect-
ed to their faith’s history.
 Look at that last sta-
tistic again. Four in 10 don’t 
“usually” feel connected to 
their faith’s history. Astound-
ing! What is it that makes 
people feel so disconnected 
from their spiritual roots?
 In the book of Acts, 
we see the first church be-
ing established in Chapters 
2-4. In these chapters, we are 
given an account of how the 
church was to perform and 
what the results would be. 
For example, when a man-
ager awards a position to a 
new employee, that man-
ager makes it abundantly 

clear how he or she is to per-
form and what the outcome 
should be. If you’re hired 
to flip hamburgers, for ex-
ample, your performance is 
to get nice big hamburger 
patties on the grill, and the 
intended result is nice, tasty 
burgers.
Related Articles

    * Why Signs and Wonders 
Should Be a Part of Your 
Normal Life
    * Prominent Baptist Matt 
Chandler: I Believe the Holy 
Spirit’s Signs and Wonders 
Are For Today
 For the church, their 
performance was to learn 
God’s Word, fellowship to-
gether, keep the sacraments, 
eat meals together, pray for 
the sick and for the needs of 
the people, and to be united 
around this plan. If they re-
mained united around these 
six directives, the outcome 
would be exactly what Jesus 
intended for it to be: signs, 
wonders and thousands 
added to the church daily. 
Did you catch that? Monu-
mental church growth!
 However, according 
to recent statistics, not just 
here in America, but in oth-
er nations as well, the church 
is living the exact opposite. 
Indeed, we certainly hear 
about pockets of explosive 
growth, signs, wonders and 
all sorts of great outpour-
ings and renewals scattered 
across the world, but not in 
the way we see it in the “job 
description” given to us in 
Acts. Somewhere shortly af-
ter the creation of the early 
church, Jesus’ bride became 
grossly divided and drifted 

completely away from the 
pattern of success. This in-
cludes eliminating activities 
led by Holy Spirit such as 
praying for the sick and do-
ing things that would result 
in signs and wonders—not 
annually, not monthly, and 
not even weekly, but daily.
 In 1 Corinthians 2, 
Paul reminds the church in 
Corinth that, when he first 
came to them, he did not 
come with fancy speech or 
in man’s wisdom. Rather, he 
built that church through 
demonstrations of the power 
of the Holy Spirit. So let’s ask 
ourselves: Why are we not 
seeing great demonstrations 
of the power of the Holy 
Spirit today? Simple. Our 
church leaders have been 
living in defiance of God’s 
Word by continuing to lead 
us the people in disunity. We 
are not a united church. We 
are a divided church.
 Every Sunday morn-
ing, the world watches us 
fight with each other as we 
go to our own corners and 
worship, with the hopes that 
maybe today will be the day 
we see that “great outpour-
ing” every pastor proclaims 
is “on its way.” In reality, Je-
sus is looking down from 
heaven in disgust because we 
are living in disobedience to 
Him.
 Could it be that we 
do not belong to Him be-
cause we are so divided? Isn’t 
that what Jesus said to His 
disciples? If we’re united, 
we belong to Him. If we’re 
divided, wouldn’t that mean 
we do not belong to Him? 
This is something that needs 
to be talked about. These are 

questions that need to be 
taken seriously. Could it be 
that denominations are the 
worst thing to happen to the 
church?
 Now, I know I will 
get a lot of hate mail on this 
from defenders of their cer-
tain “corners.” However, if I 
were to take this message to 
the unchurched, I wonder 
what they would say about 
us? Could it be that they are 
more united around their 
lifestyles than the church is? 
Could it be that the church 
is in such disarray that the 
world is looking at us and 
saying to themselves, “No 
way! Those people do noth-
ing but fight with each other. 
I’ll stay home.”
 We live in an age in 
which our adversary has 
completely deceived the 
church into disunity, result-
ing in no dunamis power. 
The result is what the apostle 
Paul calls a “different gospel.”
 Yes, the church is not 
ready to win the lost until we 
drop our titles and become 
united as one church—just 
the church.
 God help us to re-
pent from being so inter-
nally divisive to the point 
where the Holy Spirit is now 
quenched or (at best) limited 
in His work.
 Rich Salazar is the 
founder of Rich Commu-
nications, Intl. Rich holds a 
degree in marriage and fam-
ily counseling from Liberty 
University and a degree in 
organizational leadership 
from Regent University. For 
more information go to rich-
salazar.com.

Are any church leaders paying attention to God’s Word?
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Tourism & Recreation
Wayne County offers many opportunities for its citizens and tourists.  Along with a wide variety of restaurants and shopping, there are many sites of interest 
and special events in Wayne County.

Special Events

There are a wide variety of events taking place in Wayne County at any time.  A sampling of those events is listed below:

The ASPIRE Center

One project that was a direct result of the Empowerment Zone designation is the ASPIRE Center located in Wayne County. 
ASPIRE is an acronym for Activities, Sports, Programs, Information, Recreation and Education. It is a unique facility in that it 
has multiple components including recreational programs including a swimming pool, athletic activities in the gymnasium and a 
multi-purpose room where community comes together.  The ASPIRE Center is located at 90 Airport Rd., Monticello.  For more 
information call 606.340.9362

Contented Heart Quilt Guild Shop

Contented Heart Quilt Guild ShopThe Contented Heart Quilt Guild was organized in 1989. They recognized the need to teach others their 
skills and also saw the opportunity to help those in need by using their rare talent.  The Guild manages a Quilt Shop.  There are members 
at the Shop Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. working away and always ready to share their knowledge with visitors.  
Classes are available for adults and children. The Contented Heart Quilt Guild Shop is located at 24 N. Main St., Monticello, KY.  For more 
information call (606) 340-0015.

Lake Cumberland

Lake CumberlandThe lake has more than 1,200 miles of shoreline and 63,000 acres of water Lake Cumberland provides many 
recreational opportunities such as houseboating, fishing, hunting, camping, picnicking, boating, skiing, tubing, canoeing, hiking 
and just generally enjoying the outdoors.  There are two marinas on Lake Cumberland.  They offer many of the above mentioned 
activities.

The Corp of Engineers offers camping, a boat ramp and picnicking at Fall Creek Recreational Area, which is located on KY 2393, 
Monticello, KY.  For more information call (877) 444-6777.

The county offers many boat ramps that may be accessed free of charge.

Mill Springs Park / Brown-Lanier House / West-Metcalfe House

Mill Springs Park

The Monticello Woman’s Club and other organizations reactivated the 1817’s mill with aid from the Kentucky Department of 
Highways.  The overshot waterwheel is the world’s largest still in operation.  Mill Springs Mill is on the National Register of Battle-
fields and is one of 25 included on a special Endangered Battlefield list.  The Monticello Woman’s Club operates the gift shop.  
Located in Mill Springs, 9135 Highway 1275 N, this is a must see destination stop!
 

Brown-Lanier HouseBrown-Lanier House

The Brown-Lanier House was the home of the miller operating the grist mill just below the house at Mill Springs Park.  The house 
served as a home, headquarters and hospital before and after the Battle of Mill Springs, the first Union victory of the Civil War.  
Three Generals occupied the house, General Felix K. Zollicoffer C.S.A., General Manson Malone U.S.A. and General George H. 
Thomas, U.S.A.  Guided tours are offered Friday & Saturday, 10am to 4pm and on Sunday from 1pm to 4pm.  Located at 9183 
Highway 1275 N,  just above Mill Springs Park.  For more information call 606-636-4045.

West-Metcalfe House

Isaac West built the first brick house in Wayne County in 1800. General Felix Kirk Zollicoffer used it as his headquarters before 
the Battle of Mill Springs on January 19th 1863. After the battle, it was used as a hospital for many of the wounded. . Allen R. West 
buried over a dozen soldiers in the family cemetery on the West farm. The house is now known as the "West-Metcalfe House." A 
few days before the battle, Gen. Zollicoffer moved his headquarters to what is now the Brown-Lanier House. The general died in the 
battle.  This site is on the Historical Register and is being restored.  It is located at 720 Old Mill Springs Road, Monticello, KY

Monticello Country Club

Monticello County Club has a challenging 9-hole golf course with all the beauties expected in the Foothills of Ky. The course has an Olympic size pool with a 
children’s wading pool, plus a clubhouse ready to rent for your next reception, reunion, or banquet meeting. The Club is located off of the Hwy 90 By-Pass at 
384 Country Club Dr., in Monticello, just minutes off the lake! For more information call (606) 348-7321.

Monticello/Wayne County Park

The 86-acre Monticello-Wayne County Memorial Park has walking trails, six shelters, a gazebo, two playgrounds, three basketball courts, three lighted tennis 
courts, volleyball, badminton, horseshoe, croquet, four softball fields, one baseball field, a show arena and putt-putt golf.  The park houses the Wayne County 
Fair and Horse Show during the 4th of July week along with numerous other community events.  The park is located at 256 Clint Collins Dr., just off of Michi-
gan Ave., Monticello, KY.  For more information call (606) 348-9551. 

Kentucky Leadership Center

The Kentucky Leadership Center is facility for all kinds of different meetings and get-away's.  The Leadership Center is located in 
Jabez, the northern area of Wayne County.  Located at 17500 Highway 196.  For more information call (859) 257-5961

Wayne County Historical Museum / 3 R’s School House / “Raccoon” John Smith Cabin
continued on page 7
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Continue on page 12

Impact America

Wayne County Museum

The Wayne County Museum is open every Tuesday through Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. or by appointment.  The museum 
is located at 75 N. Main St., Monticello, KY. 606 340-2300  

3 R’s School House

The Wayne County Retired Teachers Association has fully restored the old Oak Grove one room schoolhouse.  The schoolhouse is now located behind the Mu-
seum.  Tours of the Three R's Schoolhouse can be arranged.  For more information call (606) 340-2300

“Raccoon” John Smith Cabin

Within close walking to the museum and the schoolhouse, is the "Raccoon" John Smith Cabin.  The cabin was built prior to 1820, originally located in Horse 
Hollow (Parmleysville), Kentucky.  The cabin is now located adjacent to the First Christian Church, Michigan Avenue.

Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area and Daniel Boone National Forest

The BSFNRRA offers scenic areas, trails, horseback riding, canoeing, and whitewater rafting in its 
105,000 wilderness acres.  For more information call (606) 376-5073

Daniel Boone Nataional ForestThe Daniel Boone National Forest offers hiking trails, camping, horse-
back riding and fishing.  For more information call (859) 745-3100
  
 

December Events

Monticello/Wayne County Chamber of Commerce 
Christmas Parade
Activity: One of the few remaining night time parades in the state. 
Location: Downtown Monticello
Date/Time: Held the first Friday of December at 6 p.m.
Contact: info@monticellokychamber.com  606.348.3064
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 Post 9/11 America 
has found itself at a critical 
juncture to reclaim her 
destiny.  Hot button issues 
like the war on terrorism, 
immigration, ethnic 
and racial divides, the 
environment, and religious 
liberties are rising up in our 
nation challenging us to take 
a stand for righteousness 
and justice.  The time to act 
is now! Get informed on the 
issues that will decide the 
fate of America. 
SPOTLIGHT ON RACIAL 

RECONCILIATION 
REFERENDUM

Racial reconciliation can 
only be achieved through 
the teachings of Christ.  
The concept of “one new 
man” as stated in the book 

of Ephesians is not some 
ethereal or unattainable 
reality; it is in fact the way in 
which the Church is called to 
function.  Despite historical 
and policy differences, it 
is imperative that all races 
come together and allow old 
wounds to heal, in order to 
preserve the moral fabric of 
America.  There needs to be 
an intentional movement 
toward integration in 
our churches and in our 
organizations.  We must see 
each other as equal partners 
with the same goals.  We 
must stand together on the 
moral issues of our day.  
The church needs to come 
together and be an example 
of racial unity to the nation.

STAY EMPOWERED
IMMIGRATION REFORM

The diversity of people across 
America is what makes this 
nation special.  The U.S. has 
attracted numerous amounts 
of immigrants looking to 
better their lives through 
education, find superior 
job opportunities, which in 
return has created a vibrant 
culture and diversified 
workforce.  However, our 
Immigration system is 
broken.   The process to 
permanent residency and 
naturalization is filled with 
years long processing delays, 
unfinished background and 
security checks, and often 
leaves many immigrants 
unable to enroll school or 
attain high pay grade jobs. 
The goal of Immigration 
reform should be to restore 
the integrity of immigration 

laws through more effective 
enforcement; and offer a fair 
and orderly way to allow 
many of those currently 
living here illegally to earn 
the right to remain legally.
RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS
The first amendment rights 
of Christians are being 
treaded upon by politicians 
and radical atheist who 
want to see God erased from 
every bit of society.  There 
are numerous lawsuits filed 
against pastors and religious 
institutions attempting to 
muzzle the voice of the 
Church.  Whether it is a 
hate crimes bill, taking the 
Ten Commandments out 
of public places, or keeping 
prayer out of schools and 
school sponsored functions, 
it is clear that there is an 

agenda to silence those who 
have religious beliefs. 
GOING GREEN
Our nation needs a principled 
and balanced approach 
to the stewardship of our 
planet and environment.  
The egregious policies and 
philosophies put forth by 
“green evangelists,” do not 
fully address creating a 
solution that benefits our 
economy as well as using the 
earth’s resources properly.  
This challenge provides an 
unprecedented opportunity 
to revive our economy, 
move towards renewable 
sources of energy, reduce 
our dependence on oil, and 
create millions of green jobs.
PROTECT THE UNBORN
These abortion statistics are 

Lake Cumberland Scenery



Gospel World News, Inc. 8

By Eliana Rudee/Breaking 
Israel News 
 For those who have 
visited the lowest point on 
the face of the earth, Ezekiel’s 
end-of-days prophecy of 
the Dead Sea coming to 
life seems impossible, yet 
recently, scientists have been 
shocked to discover that the 
sinkholes appearing around 
the sea are quickly filling up 
with fish and other forms of 
life previously unseen in the 
inhospitable region.
 Speeding atop the 
water, saltwater playfully 
splashing each smiling 
person on the boat, each 
individual’s eyes are wide 
open despite the stinging 
salt. Nobody wants to miss a 
second of the beautiful Israeli 
sunrise - the multisensory 
experience makes everyone 
feel so alive that they begin 
to question why the body of 
water upon which they are 
riding can possibly be called 
the ‘Dead Sea.’
 Known as the Dead 
Sea in English because of 
its hypersaline environment 
(37% salinity - almost ten 
times saltier than the ocean) 
and scarcity of aquatic life, 

The Dead Sea & Bible Prophecy
Israeli photojournalist Noam 
Bedein of the Dead Sea 
Revival Project says that the 
term Dead Sea - “a political 
term used mostly by the 
Romans” - is a misnomer.
 The Dead Sea is 
“anything but dead,” he said, 
calling it the “eighth wonder 
of the world.”
 Bedein has witnessed 
fish in Dead Sea sinkholes, 
microorganisms, growing 
vegetation and millions of 
visitors each year who come 
seeking life through the body 
of water’s high oxygen levels 
and special minerals.
 Indeed, the existence 
of fish in the Dead Sea, 
a reality that seems to 
contradict the laws of nature, 
has been explained by science 
and Biblical prophecy alike.
 On the shores of the 
Dead Sea - more than 400 
meters below sea level - are 
freshwater sinkholes, created 
as a result of dropping 
water levels. These large 
sinkholes were discovered 
in 2011, carpeted with 
microorganisms and on the 
sea’s shores - fish and algae.  
 “One hundred 
and sixty researchers and 

almost every university 
has something to say about 
saving the Dead Sea,” said 
Jackie Ben Zaken, Dead Sea 
guide and expert on the Dead 
Sea ecosystem. Sinkholes, 
he said, are caused by 
“fresh water running under 
the ground, meeting the 
sediment layers and melting 
them.”
 “As a result of these 
sinkholes, we see habitats 
with less than 1.5% salinity 
- water you could drink - 
surrounded by salt water 

as well as minerals like 
bromium, magnesium, and 
potassium,” he told Breaking 
Israel News.
 But this is no scientific 
miracle, said Bedein - it’s 
Biblical prophecy coming to 
fruition.
 “Coming to the 
Dead Sea, the lowest point 
on earth, you see prophecy 
coming true,” he said.
 According to the 
Bible, the landscape changed 
with the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, 

which turned the valley 
into a wasteland. The Bible 
also describes the area as 
fertile and well-watered in 
its narrative of Lot looking 
out onto the valley where the 
Dead Sea is now:
 And Lot lifted up his 
eyes, and beheld all the plain 
of the Jordan, that it was well 
watered everywhere, before 
Hashem destroyed Sdom 
and Gomorrah, like the 
garden of Hashem. (Genesis 
13:10)

continued to page 13
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continued on page 10

I’ll never forget the words of my father on the morning a 
few minutes after the planes struck the Twin Towers on 
9/11. Be was 91 years old. The
statement he made still resonates inside me, today. Be said, 
“The world will never be the same again.” And, indeed, it 
hasn’t.
 Over three thousand American citizens died at the 
hand of Islamic jihadists that day inflicting the most casual-
ties by ‘foreign invaders’ on American soil in the history of 
the country.
 The controversy that followed over the drive to build 
a mosque at ‘ground zero’ by an Imam in the face of those 
who had lost loved ones in the tragedy, demonstrated not 
only unimaginable insensitivity to the families of those who 

ISRAEL AND THE LAST DAYS
died, but also the historical pattern of militant Islam to erect 
monuments on sites of major victories celebrating their su-
periority over their opponents. In spite of the endorsement 
of President Obama and the mayor of New York, the Amer-
ica people stood up in protest, thank God, and the Mosque 
at ‘ground zero’ project went away.
 The most famous example of this pattern to memo-
rialize Muslim victories is the al ai-Aqsa Mosque located on 
the Temple Mount in East Jerusalem, location of the ancient 
Jewish Temple and the site of the most sacred spot on earth 
for the Jewish people. Jews can visit the Temple Mount but 
may not pray there. Combine these facts with the Muslim 
belief that Mohammad ascended to heaven from there and 
as a consequence, you have a possible flash point for WWIII. 

The significance of the con-
troversy over the Temple 
Mount and the possession 
of the land of Israel cannot 
be overemphasized for the 
future of world peace.
 No, the world has 
not been the same since 
9/11.
 Jerusalem has be-
come the most explosive 
spot on earth. The Muslim 
nations surrounding tiny 
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GOD’S LAND
by Gary Dabney

In the Hippie era of the 70’s 
and 80’s a tract of ground 
in a remote southern Cum-
berland County Ky. became 
a haven for several hip-
pies.   The tract was mostly 
wooded with some tillable 
bottom land through which 
a creek ran.  Weeds and bri-
ars had taken over the flat-
ter sections and much of the 
wooded land was steep.  It 
had been bought by an art-
ist in New York.  The family 
of the wife of the artist had 
owned land near this land.  
While I am not sure of the 
reasoning of the artist and 
his wife, the land was deeded 
to God.  Hence the land be-
came known as “God’s Land”.   
The artist started granting 
permission for people to take 
up residence upon this land.  
Permission had to be ob-
tained by writing the artist a 
letter.  Once permission was 
obtained the hippies built 
dwellings.  Many were very 
small, being only a room or 

two, and crude.  I still won-
der how they kept warm in 
the winter.
 Many of the hip-
pies up for government as-
sistance, raised some illegal 
crops and perhaps some 
legal ones, and drank wa-
ter and bathed with water 
from the creek or springs.   
They hitchhiked back and 
forth to town but the traf-
fic was scarce.  There was a 
smal country store a couple 
of miles away.   Apparently, 
though I never saw it, there 
was an article about “God’s 
Land” and its inhabitants in 
“Mother Earth News”, a na-
tional newspaper for the hip-
pie lifestyle.   It was rumored 
that Charles Manson had 
seen the article and had said 
that was where he was go-
ing to live when he got out of 
prison.   There were rumors 
of Manson hitchhiking in 
the area, which was not true.  
And so it went - for a while.
 An oil boom was 
happening in Clinton and 
Cumberland County.  Sud-

denly there was an interest 
in oil rights, which didn’t al-
ways belong to the land own-
ers.  In any event a well was 
drilled on God’s land result-
ing in a high producing well.   
There was now a legal prob-
lem - the deed was in God’s 
name.  There may have been 
other legal problems but get-
ting God to deed the land 
back to the artist was the 
more interesting one.   What 
had started out as a noble 
gesture had now turned into 
a legal nightmare.   
 The hippies did not 
like sharing the land with 
bulldozers and oil rigs.   They 
started leaving.   There were 
only a handful left by the time 
I began to do some occasion-
al work there.   The weeds 
were about 4 to 5 feet high 
and we were constantly on 
the lookout so that we didn’t 
disturb their marijuana they 
had scattered throughout.  
One time a woman opened 
the door of one of the small 
dwellings to tell us just that.   
I told her we had seen the 

marijuana and we let it be.   I 
never saw any edible crops.   
On another occasion near the 
same location I came upon 
a young girl stick in a briar 
patch.   She was about 4 years 
old and she wasn’t having any 
luck getting free of the briars.   
She never said a word, never 
changed expressions.  I got 
her free and she left.   Except 
maybe in the creek there was 
no place for her to play.   And 
no one with whom to play.  
This “God’s Land” wasn’t my 
idea of a paradise and surely 
it wasn’t for this child.
 The hippies weren’t 
living “off the land”.  Many 
were living off the taxes of 
working people, the kind-
ness of the artist, and/or their 
parents.   They were very de-
pendent on “the man” (gov-
ernment) which they claimed 
was corrupt.  But with the oil 
boom they decided to move 
along, not only to a different 
location but perhaps into the 
“man’s” reality.   The artist’s 
act of deeding a tract of land 
to God cost a lot of money in 

legal fees in the end.   Even 
worse, something had to 
done that didn’t please 
anyone - get the deed back 
from God.   The artist had 
always been responsible for 
the taxes, and for the land 
itself as evidenced in the 
fact that the hippies have 
to get permission from him 
to live there.   The oil rights 
were somehow different.
 Hopefully the art-
ist gained satisfaction from 
the fact his intentions were 
good and that the problems 
were not predictable.   But 
God does not a deed.  God 
does not be dragged into 
the courtroom because of 
oil.   Let’s keep it pure and 
simple, give with compas-
sion, with no strings at-
tached, no legal ramifica-
tion, no complications.  The 
old saying that “the road to 
hell is paved with good in-
tentions” didn’t come into 
being without cause.   Good 
intentions and good results 
are not necessarily cause 
and effect.

Israel comprise a land mass 
1,000 times larger and Is-
rael is totally surrounded 
by Muslim firepower. The 
Damas in Gaza pepper her 
constantly with rockets. 
With Russia’s help Iran has 
armed Bezbollah with up 
to 500,000 missiles in place 
and Bezbollah has a fight-
ing force of 50,000 soldiers 
and a war seems imminent.. 
Syria is threatening an inva-
sion of the Golan Heights 
and Erdogan is envisioning 
the re-emergence of the Ot-
toman Empire advocating 
an international coalition to 
militarily annihilate Israel. 
Add to this the frequent 
condemnations of the Unit-
ed Nations, the friendship 
of Iran with Russia, China 
and North Korea and you 
have an idea of the size of 
the challenge facing God’s 
people.
 But if God be for us, 
who can be against us? Hear 
what God has to say about 
those who trouble Israel in 
the last days:
 Zech 12:2 Behold, I 
will make Jerusalem a cup 
of trembling unto all the 
people round about, when 
they shall be in the siege 

ISRAEL AND THE LAST DAYS
both against Judah and 
against Jerusalem. 3 And in 
that day will I make Jerusa-
lem a burdensome stone for 
all people: all that burden 
themselves with it shall be 
cut in pieces, though all the 
people of the earth be gath-
ered together against it .•. 9 
And !t .. shall come to pass 
in that day, that I will seek 
to destroy all the nations 
that come against Jerusa-
lem.
 Except for the Unit-
ed States the nations of the 
world have aligned them-
selves almost universally 
against Israel. Thank God 
for Donald Trump who has 
said he will move the U.S. 
Embassy to Jerusalem and 
declaring it the capital of Is-
rael.
 The present fire-
storm surrounding Israel 
and the Middle East, the 
capabilities of technology 
to store information on ev-
ery person in the world and 
to know their whereabouts 
instantaneously, the insti-
tutionalizing of deception 
by politicians and the mass 
media, the rampant moral 
decline evidenced by abor-
tion and the gay rights ac-

tivists, as well as the blatant 
- in your face - rejection of 
the God of the Bible raises 
a legitimate question as to 
whether God is fed up and 
getting ready to take over. 
It’s called the Battle of Ar-
mageddon - the the final 
battle between good and 
evil:
 Zech 14:2 For I will 
gather all nations against Je-
rusalem to battle ••• 3 Then 
shall the Lord go forth, and 
fight against those nations, 
as when he fought in the 
day of battle. KJV God is 
warning the nations in His 
Word not to mess with His 
chosen people, Israel, in 
these last days.
 The return of the 
Jewish people to their 
homeland is considered by 
Bible scholars as the great-
est sign of the Lord’s soon 
return. Scores of Bible  pas-
sages prophesied the dis-
persion of Israel for their 
sins. And scores promised a 
regathering to their home-
land. This year marks the 
70th anniversary of the for-
mation of Israel on May 14, 
1948. It is one of the time 
spans mentioned in the 
Bible as a generation. You 

and I are actually witnessing 
firsthand what the Bible re-
fers to as the ‘last days.’
 According to a 2013 
article in the Washington 
Times, the Barna group 
conducted a poll that found 
41 °/c, of the American peo-
ple believe that we are living 
in the last days prophesied 
in the Bible. There is an im-
pending sense all over the 
world that something huge 
and altogether different is 
about to take place. Could 
it possibly be the Second 
Coming of Christ?
 We enjoy the won-
derful promises in the Word 
of God that tell us that the 
ministry of Elijah and an 
unequalled move of the 
Holy Spirit will take place in 
the last days before the Day 
of the Lord:
 The prophet Malachi 
saw a glorious future for be-
lievers in that day. He
wrote:
Mal 4:4 Unto you that fear 
my name shall the Sun of 
righteousness arise with 
healing in his wings ••• 5 Be-
hold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the com-
ing of the great and dread-
ful day of the Lord: 6 And 

he shall turn the heart of 
the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the chil-
dren to their fathers KJV
 The prophet Joel 
also saw the positive side 
of the Day of the Lord: 
Joel2:28 And it shall come 
to pass ••• that whosoever 
shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be deliv-
ered: for in mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem shall be 
deliverance ••• KJV
The believer will not be 
just a ‘survivor’ in that day, 
but an ‘overcomer.
 The Bible tells us 
how we will overcome:
 Rev 12:11 And 
they overcame him by the 
blood of the Lamb, and 
by the word of their testi-
mony; and they loved not 
their lives unto the death. 
KJV
 Get ready! Some 
tough times and glori-
ous times are ahead. God 
is going to separate the 
wheat from the chaff. If 
you know Him, He will 
see you through.
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Social Security changes coming in 2019
 SOCIAL SECURITY 
recipients will get 2.8 percent 
bigger checks in 2019. The 
program will also be adjust-
ed in several other important 
ways next year that could 
affect the payments you re-
ceive or how much you pay 
into the system. Get ready for 
these Social Security changes 
coming in 2019.
 Larger Social Securi-
ty payments. The 2.8 percent 
cost-of-living adjustment is 
the largest since 2012. The 
average Social Security ben-
efit for retired workers is 
expected to climb by $39 to 
$1,461 per month as a re-
sult of this change. Married 
couples where both spouses 
receive benefits will see an 
estimated $67 increase to an 
average payment of $2,448 
per month in 2019. “This 
increase will show up first 
in the January payment,” 
says William Reichenstein, a 
Baylor University professor 
emeritus and principal at So-
cial Security Solutions, Inc.
 Social Security pay-
ments are adjusted each year 
to keep pace with inflation as 
measured by the Consumer 
Price Index for Urban Wage 
Earners and Clerical Work-
ers. “By law, it’s equal to the 
inflation rate, making Social 

Security payments inflation-
proof,” says Andy Landis, au-
thor of “Social Security: The 
Inside Story”. “That means 
the payment should have the 
same buying power in year 
30 of your retirement as it 
had in year one.” Retirees re-
ceived a 2 percent boost in 
payments in 2018. Previous 
benefit increases have ranged 
from zero in 2010, 2011 and 
2016 to 14.3 percent in 1980. 

RELATED: Take a look at all 
the U.S. states that tax Social 
Security income:
13 states that tax Social Secu-
rity income

1. Colorado 
2. Connecticut
3. Kansas 
4. Minnesota 
5. Missouri 
6. Montana 
7. Nebraska 
8. New Mexico 
9. North Dakota 
10. Rhode Island 
11. Utah 
12. Vermont 
13. West Virginia 

 A higher Social Secu-
rity tax cap. The maximum 
amount of earnings subject 
to Social Security taxwill in-
crease by $4,500 to $132,900 

in 2019. Workers pay 6.2 per-
cent of their earnings into the 
Social Security system un-
til their income exceeds the 
taxable maximum. “Higher 
paid folks will see the tax ap-
plied to more of their earn-
ings,” Landis says. “In 2019, 
the 6.2 percent Social Secu-
rity taxable ceiling rises from 
$128,400 to $132,900, po-
tentially increasing your tax 
burden by $279.” Those who 
earn more than $132,900 in 
2019 will notice a bump in 
their paychecks once their 
earnings have surpassed the 
taxable maximum and they 
no longer have Social Secu-
rity tax withheld from their 
salary.
 An older full retire-
ment age. People who will 
turn 62 in 2019 will need to 
wait until an older retire-
ment age than existing Social 
Security beneficiaries in or-
der to claim their full retire-
ment benefit. The full retire-
ment age for those born in 
1957 is 66 and six months, up 
from 66 and four months for 
people born in 1956, 66 and 
two months for those with a 
birth year of 1955 and 66 for 
everyone born between 1943 
and 1954. The full retirement 
age will further increase in 
2-month increments over 

the next two years until it 
reaches age 67 for everyone 
born in 1960 or later.
 Workers who claim 
Social Security before their 
full retirement age receive 
reduced payments. “They 
can still file as early as age 62, 
but the reduction for taking 
benefits prior to full retire-
ment age is greater,” says Jim 
Blair, a former Social Secu-
rity administrator and lead 
consultant atPremier Social 
Security Consulting in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. Those with an 
older full retirement age also 
have less opportunity to in-
crease their Social Security 
payments via delayed claim-
ing.
 Bigger earnings lim-
its. Social Security beneficia-
ries who continue to work 
will be able to earn $600 
more in 2019 before part of 
their Social Security benefit 
is temporarily withheld. So-
cial Security recipients age 65 
and younger can earn up to 
$17,640 in 2019 before a ben-
efit dollar is withheld for ev-
ery $2 earned above the limit. 
In the year you turn your full 
retirement age the earnings 
limit climbs to $46,920, up 
$1,560 from 2018, and the 
penalty declines to $1 with-
held for every $3 in excess 

earnings. Once you turn 
your full retirement age 
there is no penalty for work-
ing and collecting Social Se-
curity benefits at the same 
time and your benefit is re-
calculated to give you credit 
for your continued earnings 
and any benefits that were 
withheld in the past.
 Electronic COLA 
notices. Retirees will be able 
to view their Social Security 
cost-of-living adjustment 
notices online beginning in 
December 2018. The COLA 
notices will be posted in the 
message center of my Social 
Security accounts. These 
personalized COLA notices 
contain the benefit amount 
retirees will receive for the 
next calendar year. Online 
notices won’t be provided 
to representative payees, 
people with a foreign mail-
ing address and beneficia-
ries who pay higher Medi-
care premiums due to their 
income. COLA notices for 
2019 will also be mailed, but 
beneficiaries will be able to 
opt out of paper statements 
in future years.

  We delivered our 
first bag in February of 
2011. We wanted to do 
something locally because 
we saw a great need right 
in our own backyard. Isa-
iah 58:10 became our mis-
sion. This verse speaks to 
us on a higher level, and 
it explains what we want 
to do and what we’re cur-
rently doing.
 More than food is 
packed in these bags. Ev-
ery bag is prayed over by 
our volunteers, and the 
power of prayer is what 
changes lives. We pray 
that every child receiving 
a bag is not only well fed, 
but that they know hope. 
The children we help don’t 
know who the bags are 
from, but they do know 
that someone cares about 
them.
 “I didn’t know it 
was Project 58:10, I just 
knew that God had called 
me to do something at that 
sermon.”
-Libby Morris

HOPE, RESPECT, LOVE
 More than food is 
packed in these bags. The 
children we serve don’t 
always know where their 
next meal is coming from 
once they leave school on 
Friday. With each bag a 
child receives, they also 
receive the peace of mind 
knowing that they don’t 
have to worry about their 
next meal for one more 
week. 
 It’s just food, but it’s 
more than that to the chil-
dren we serve. For them, 
it’s hope.
WAYS TO GIVE

Project 58:10 relies on our 
volunteers to help change 
the lives of Kentucky’s 
children. Find a time to 
volunteer by looking at 
our calendar of events.

CALENDAR
Donate
 Project 58:10 is 
100% run by volunteers, 
which means 100% of your 
donation goes directly to 
feeding food insecure chil-
dren in Kentucky.

tackles hunger among children

VOLUNTEERS
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News Image By:
Michael Snyder/Economic 
Collapse Blog November 06, 
2018
 The global persecu-
tion of Christians continues 

to escalate dramatically, and 
yet the mainstream media in 
the United States is virtually 
silent about it.  In this article, 
I am going to quote a lot of 
sources, but they are all ei-
ther overseas news outlets 
or Christian websites in the 
United States.  
 To a certain extent, 
I think that the mainstream 
media is extremely hesitant 
to report about the global 
persecution of Christians 
because it may cause the 
general public to feel sympa-
thetic, and that would defi-
nitely be counterproductive 
to what they are trying to ac-
complish.  
Ultimately, the elite are try-
ing to demonize Christians, 
conservatives, patriots and 
anyone else that would at-
tempt to oppose their radical 
agenda for America.  So they 
are banning us from their 
Internet platforms, they are 
mocking us on their news 
and entertainment pro-
grams, and they certainly 
don’t want to highlight the 
fact that the persecution of 
Christians is escalating rap-
idly around the globe.
 In this article, I 
would like to share with you 
8 recent examples of Chris-
tians being persecuted that 
you probably never heard 
about from the mainstream 
media...
 #1 In Kenya, two 
Christians were recently 
pulled off a bus and shot 
dead for failing to recite the 
Islamic creed...
 International Chris-
tian Concern reported on 
the statements of witnesses 
and heartbroken families a 
month after the two Chris-
tians, Fredrick Ngui Ngonde 
and Joshua Ooko Obila, were 
shot dead by Somalia-based 
terror group al-Shabaab for 
refusing to recite the Islamic 
creed.
 “The armed Somali 
fighters ordered all of us to 
[get off of] the bus and pro-
duce our identity cards. They 

Mainstream Media Silent As The 
Persecution Of Christians Escalates Worldwide

singled out three passengers 
and ordered them to remain 
down the bus as we boarded. 
They asked them if they were 
Muslims and if they knew 
the Shahada and the seven 

verses of Suratul Fatiha. One 
of them recited part of the 
Shahada and was allowed to 
[return] to the bus,” a witness 
who wasn’t named told the 
watchdog group.
 “The other two kafir 
men refused to obey the ji-
had fighters and remained 
adamant that Christ is their 
savior and they cannot deny 
the Christian faith. They 
were shot dead.”
 #2 In Nigeria, the 
death toll for Christians 
“continues to rise to cata-
strophic proportions” as 
radical groups continue their 
genocidal campaign...
 The death toll for 
Christians in Nigeria con-
tinues to rise to catastrophic 
proportions as the nation 
seems helpless or unwilling 
to stop bloodthirsty Islamic 
radicals targeting Christians 
in the region.
 This time jihadists-
-identified as notorious Fu-
lani Herdsmen--toting guns 
and machetes slaughtered 17 
innocent victims in one eve-
ning, including four young 
children and a grandmother.
 All of the victims are 
said to be members of a local 
evangelical Christian church.
 #3 An American 
missionary that just moved 
to Cameroon was viciously 
gunned down in front of his 
wife and children...
 An American Chris-
tian missionary has been 
shot dead in front of his wife 
and kids in a volatile re-
gion of Cameroon. Charles 
Wesco, 44, was killed when 
a volley of gunfire struck his 
car windshield as he traveled 
to a local store with his wife, 
Stephanie, one of his children 
and a fellow missionary. The 
ministry worker was rushed 
to a hospital in the city of 
Bamenda where he was pro-
nounced dead.
 #4 In Pakistan, a 
Christian pharmacist recent-
ly died after a gang of Mus-
lims attacked him with acid...
 According to Asia 

News, Faraz Ahmed Badar 
was a 26-year-old pharma-
cist who worked at the DHQ 
Hospital in Gujaranwala. 
Before his death, he had 
been harassed relentlessly 
by a Muslim colleague, who 
was reportedly jealous that 
Badar was in a more senior 
position than him at work. 
The understanding was this 
- if you are a Christian, you 
should never be allowed to 
rise above a Muslim at work. 
And it was this prejudice that 
resulted in Badar’s untimely 
death.
 On 5 September, the 
pharmacist was preparing 
for his shift when he was 
brutally attacked with acid 
by a group of men who were 
wearing face masks. The sus-
pects are still at large. Badar 
was rushed to a local hospi-
tal, where he spent 10 days, 
before succumbing to his in-
juries and dying on Septem-
ber 15.
 #5 In Myanmar, reb-
el attacks have “destroyed 
or closed” 12 churches, and 
some pastors have even had 
their heads shaved...
 A group of rebels 
has set its sights on Burmese 
Christians in a fresh series 
of attacks, with devastating 
results. Over the past couple 
of weeks, Ethnic Wa rebels 
have shut down churches, 
destroyed religious buildings 
and even shaved the heads of 
local pastors.
 The communist 
United Wa State Army 
(UWSA), Myanma’s largest 
ethnic rebel force, launched 
the assaults in Shan state, 
according to Morning Star 
News.
 “We confirmed that 
at least 12 churches have 
been destroyed or closed as 
of Sept. 20,” said one church 
leader of the latest spree of 
attacks.
 #6 In India, the 
police recently stormed a 
church service on a Sunday 
morning and arrested 10 
pastors as they were praying 
because “they had been con-
verting non-members”...
 The 10 pastors were 
detained with their loved 
ones as they prayed at a 
church on Sunday in Ut-
tar Pradesh, northern India, 
following allegations made 
by Hindu nationalist groups 
that they had been convert-
ing non-members.
 Pastor Bahavan 
Ram was arrested after po-
lice burst into his church in 
Kariyabar in what has been 
described as a major crack-
down on Christianity in the 
state.
 #7 The persecution 

of Christians in China is the 
worst that it has ever been in 
modern times.  According to 
a British news source, “hun-
dreds of churches” have now 
been demolished by govern-
ment officials...
 China has imposed 
a massive crackdown on 
Christianity across the 
country, with hundreds of 
churches demolished and 
Bibles banned.
 Beijing’s President 
Xi Jinping has previous-
ly labelled Christianity as 
“Western infiltration”, insist-
ing Western ideologies that 
post a threat to the country’s 
Communist authority.
 In April, China’s re-
ligious affairs department 
published an article stat-
ing all churches in country 
must follow the Communist 
Party’s rules so that they are 
“Sinicized” (made more Chi-
nese).
 #8 American Chris-
tians generally have it much 
easier than the rest of the 
world, but incidents of vio-
lence are becoming more 
frequent here as well.  For 
example, a church in Seattle 
was recently firebombed 
with Molotov cocktails...
 As a group of about 
50 congregants attended a 
worship service at a Seattle-
based church, an arsonist 
hurled several Molotov cock-
tails toward the sanctuary.
 Witnesses told au-
thorities they saw a person 
throwing lit bottles filled 
with an unknown substance 
at Iglesia ni Cristo just after 8 
p.m. Thursday and immedi-
ately called 9-1-1, according 

to KCPQ-TV.
 If some leftist group 
had been firebombed, it 
would have made front 
page news all over the coun-
try and CNN and MSNBC 
would have been breath-
lessly examining every little 
detail for hours.
 In the end, everyone 
has an agenda to push, and 
stories about Christian per-
secution absolutely do not fit 
with the narratives that the 
corporate media are trying 
to propagate.
 But just because 
they are ignoring this global 
surge in Christian persecu-
tion does not mean that it 
does not exist.  We truly do 
live in apocalyptic times, 
and we should expect per-
secution to continue to rise 
as anti-Christian sentiment 
continues to grow.
 Thankfully, we don’t 
have to worry too much 
about being gunned down or 
arrested here in the western 
world, but we can certainly 
see anti-Christian sentiment 
rising all around us.  Chris-
tians are portrayed as nut 
jobs on our television shows 
and in our movies, Christian 
values are endlessly demon-
ized on our news programs, 
and now prominent Chris-
tians voices are continually 
being silenced on social me-
dia.
 We are going down 
the same path that much of 
the rest of the world has al-
ready gone down, and it is 
just a matter of time before 
the sort of brutal persecu-
tion being experienced else-
where happens here too.

startling and disturbing:
1. Unintended pregnancies account for almost half of all 
pregnancies.
2. Four out of ten unintended pregnancies end in abortion.
3. Out of the total number of pregnancies, 24% end in abortion.
4. For women ages 15-44, two out of every hundred have an 
abortion.
of these, 48% have had one or more abortions previously.
5. For women choosing abortion, 52% are under 25.
Teenagers account for 19%, and women 20-24 account for 
33%.
6. Black women are almost four times as likely to have an 
abortion as white women.
For Latino women, the number is 2.5 times.
7. Women who have never been married account for 2/3rds of 
all abortions.
8. The majority of women who choose abortions have already 
given birth.
Mothers who have had one or more children comprise over 
60% of all abortions.
9. Women who have never used any birth control method 
account for 8% of abortions.
10. For women having abortions, 43% are Protestant and 27% 
identify as Catholic.

Continued from page 7

Impact America



Gospel World News, Inc. 13

 “A place that was 
once cursed in Biblical 
times, now you can come 
here to the Dead Sea, explore 
the sinkholes and see fish 
where the water has receded 
- fulfilling prophecies from 
Ezekiel who talked about 
the land flourishing and 
blooming when the Jews 
return,” said Bedein.
 Indeed, Biblical 
prophecy also holds that 
water will flow east from 
Jerusalem into the Dead Sea, 
filling it up with fish and the 
surrounding desert with life:
 “Then said he unto 
me: ‘These waters issue forth 
toward the eastern region 
and shall go down into the 
Arabah; and when they shall 
enter into the sea into the 
sea of the putrid waters the 
waters shall be healed. And it 
shall come to pass that every 
living creature wherewith 
it swarmeth whithersoever 
the rivers shall come shall 
live; and there shall be a very 
great multitude of fish; for 
these waters are come thither 
that all things be healed and 
may live whithersoever the 

The Dead Sea & Bible Prophecycontinued from page 8
river cometh.” (Ezekiel 47:8-
9)
 “The curse is over, and 
this place and its minerals are 
now bringing life to people 
around the world,” he added.
 Others who have 
witnessed life in the Dead 
Sea have similarly pointed to 
prophecy. In 2016, a Breaking 
Israel News story about signs 
of the Dead Sea coming to life 
went viral, garnering more 
than a quarter million views. 
At the time, the presence 
of fish and other wildlife 
in the brackish waters of 
the sinkholes surrounding 
the Dead Sea went largely 
unnoticed by the scientific 
community. 
 The phenomenon 
was brought to the public’s 
attention by a remarkable 
young Jewish immigrant 
to Israel named Samantha 
Siegel who visited the isolated 
location to meditate. Siegel is 
still connected to the site and 
continues to see prophecy 
unfolding in the brackish 
waters surrounding the Dead 
Sea.
 “I still go to the Dead 
Sea every week,” Siegel told 

Breaking Israel News. “It is 
the best thing to keep me sane 
and connected to Hashem. 
It is a glimpse into another 
world. I went there for Yom 
Kippur. If I was going to be 
praying all day, I wanted it to 
be there, where I could see 
Hashem in front of my eyes.”
 Siegel’s spirituality 
is rooted in nature and for 
her, the Dead Sea is the most 
powerful example of God’s 
revelation.
 “The Dead Sea is an 
opening into the earth,” she 
said. “It is like Momma Earth 
breaking water before giving 
birth. It looks so harsh right 
now but that is just heaven 
being coated with a little 
bit of hell. When Moshiach 
comes and the goodness of 
creation comes out, it will be 
pure heaven. If you have the 
eyes to see it, you can see it 
happening already,” she said.
 And yet, there exists a 
dual complexity of the Dead 
Sea: while the current state of 
the sea with its salt chimneys 
(salt buildup formations 
around freshwater springs) 
and deposits (formed by 
pressurized crystallization of 

minerals - saturated acids - as 
temperature changes) make 
for stunning photos and 
prophetic occurrences, its 
illusory beauty is a result of 
the 600 Olympic pools worth 
of water that is emptied 
every day from the sea - 750 
million cubic inches per year 
- a reality that Noam calls an 
“environmental catastrophe.”
 “The next generation 
is not going to be able to enjoy 
the Dead Sea as we know it 
today - over 1 billion people 
around the world are using 
the Dead Sea’s 24 minerals 
for their therapeutic effects,” 
he told Breaking Israel News.
 Over the past two 
years, Noam has been 
documenting Dead Sea’s 
changes and geological 
phenomena. His sunrise 
Dead Sea boat tours of the 
northern part of the lowest 
point on earth aim to educate 
guests about the changes 
the sea is undergoing as a 
result of water diversion 
from the Jordan River and 
Sea of Galilee (Kinneret) for 
agricultural purposes and 
evaporation caused by the 
Dead Sea mineral works.
 Also focused on the 
magnificent, prophetic and 
endangered Dead Sea - and 
the healing that is necessary 
- Ben Zaken poses that many 
questions remain, such as 
how much and which type 
of water can be added to the 
Dead Sea without ecological 
damage in order to keep it as 
a life source for generations 
to come.  
 “The problem is not 
what evaporates, but what 
doesn’t enter,” said Ben 
Zaken. “To save the Dead 
Sea we need to fill in the 
Sea of Galilee, the source 
of water that is already in a 
state of ecological disaster. If 
we do nothing, we will have 
80 years, until an ecological 
disaster - a point of no 
return - where the sea drops, 
minerals will crystalize but 

not sink and oxygen in 
the air will be blocked,” he 
maintained.
 Efforts toward 
solutions include the ‘Red-
Dead’ canal, a desalination 
pipeline from Aqaba, Jordan 
and desalination plant in 
the Gulf of Eilat that would 
give water to Jordan - an 
idea discussed as a part of 
peace agreements that was 
supposed to be actualized 
nine months ago, but has yet 
to start because of political 
complications.
 “We need to fill in 
the Galilee to the upper 
level, open the dam, let 
water flow in the Jordan 
River, which will fill the 
Dead Sea - without Jordan 
cutting off the supply. Lack 
of circulation means fish 
will die in Galilee,” said Ben 
Zaken.
 Additionally, posed 
Bedein, “Only 10% of what 
the Dead Sea actually needs 
is going to come through 
this $10 billion project. 
The ultimate and natural 
solution is restoring the 
historical flow: the Kinneret 
and the Jordan River. That 
will be our focus for the near 
future.”
 Bedein is no novice 
in rising to the challenges 
facing the Jewish people in 
their Biblical homeland. As 
director of the Sderot Media 
Center, Bedein has spent 
years speaking about the 
experience of the southern 
Israeli community of Sderot 
that is under constant threat 
of Hamas terrorism.
 Now, he’s using 
the Dead Sea’s story, water 
treasures and beautiful 
complexities to inspire the 
next generation about Israel, 
hoping that it may also be 
a solution toward restoring 
the historical flow of the 
Dead Sea.
 Originally published 
at Breaking Israel News - 
reposted with permission.

Your Inspired Battle Plan for Victory

All of heaven is available to you right now through the 
finished work of the cross. But often it does not look or 
feel that way. The reason: There is a battle for your mind, 
will and emotions that largely determines the fullness of 
God’s presence, power and Kingdom that you walk in. It is 
critical that you partner with Him to win the battle.
 This book is your key to victory! It overflows with 
revelation and practical ways to apply profound biblical 

Winning the Battle for Your Mind, Will and 
Emotions

by Robert Hotchkin (Author), Patricia King 
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truths in your life right now.
 In these pages, you will discover:
· God’s purpose for you as one of His Kingdom agents of impact
· How and why the enemy attacks
· The divinely designed power God has placed within you to defeat the enemy
· How to walk in that power every day
· Your ability to release heaven into the earth in profound ways
 Winning the Battle for Your Mind, Will and Emotions is the secret to walking in the 
more of God you have been crying out for.
 “The wisdom of God drips off the pages of this book. Secrets for success are unlocked, 
wisdom for your personal struggles is imparted, and strength to make wise decisions waits to 
be given to you!”--BRIAN SIMMONS, The Passion Translation Project
 “This is a breakthrough book, unlocking profound revelation, practical tools and 
timely encouragement for personal revival toward the overcoming victory gained in Christ 
alone.”--CHE AHN, president and founder, Harvest International Ministries
 Robert Hotchkin is a speaker, author, media host and one of the core leaders of Pa-
tricia King Ministries. His preaching, teaching and ministry inspire believers to grab hold of 
their restored relationship with the Father through the finished work of the cross and walk the 
earth as Jesus did--destroying every work of darkness everywhere they go. Robert and his wife 
live in Maricopa, Arizona.
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5 Marks of the ‘False-Grace’ Doctrine

Continue to page 15

(By John Burton) 
ONE. We believe in a theol-
ogy of exemption
– A theology of exemption 
states that since we are saved, 
we are exempt from the pen-
alties of sin. That there are 
parts of the Bible that no 
longer apply to us. Yes, it’s a 
heresy. False-grace removes 
bible-based responsibilities 
to respond to God in holi-
ness. The number of people 
who subconsciously or un-
wittingly embrace a theology 
of exemption is far greater 
than those who explicitly 
pronounce their agreement 
with this doctrine. Many sub-
scribe to false-grace doctrines 
without realizing their decep-
tion. Many have been lulled 
into a false sense of security 
while actually existing in an 
unsaved state. They are con-
fident they’d enter Heaven 
if they died, yet the reality 
is that they would not. They 
have come to believe they are 
exempt from certain parts of 
the Word of God that require 
a response.
1 Peter 1:15-17 (ESV) 15 but 
as he who called you is holy, 
you also be holy in all your 
conduct, 16 since it is writ-
ten, “You shall be holy, for I 
am holy.” 17 And if you call 
on him as Father who judges 
impartially according to each 
one’s deeds, conduct your-
selves with fear throughout 
the time of your exile,
Be holy. God judges accord-
ing to one’s deeds. Those 
who hold to a theology of 
exemption don’t believe they 
are subject to what this verse 
is communicating. The com-
mand to be holy is to them a 
great goal, but not a mandate. 
A principle not a command. 
Our name can actually be re-
moved from the book of life—
and that is determined by our 
obedience, our holiness. Sin 
can still separate a follower 
of Christ from him. The Rich 
Young Ruler saw that this was 
the case. He wanted to follow 
Jesus, but could not. He was 
not exempt from judgment 
even though he wanted to fol-
low Jesus.
The argument of grace is ac-
tually quite revealing. People 
in the false-grace movement 
would say, “It’s not possible 
to be holy, or to avoid sin, so 
thank God for his grace that 
covers those sins. In fact we 
are automatically holy… in-
nocent by association!” Grace 
isn’t meant to cover up sin, 
grace is power! Those who 
walk in true grace would nev-
er say that we, as Christians, 

are predisposed to sin! True 
grace enables us to do the im-
possible! False-grace confess-
es that we cannot. Because of 
the cross and the resurrection 
of Jesus, we now have some-
thing they didn’t have in the 
Old Covenant—we have the 
power to obey! We can do 
this! In fact, not only aren’t 
we exempt from obedience in 
the New Covenant, the call to 
obedience is even more hu-
manly impossible than in the 
Old!
Matthew 5:21-22 (ESV) 21 
“You have heard that it was 
said to those of old, ‘You shall 
not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judg-
ment.’ 22 But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with 
his brother will be liable to 
judgment; whoever insults his 
brother will be liable to the 
council; and whoever says, 
‘You fool!’ will be liable to 
the hell of fire.
We as Christians are not ex-
empt from judgment or from 
the repercussions of sin. If 
we are in Christ, there is no 
condemnation, but if we are 
deceived by false theology 
into thinking we are in Christ, 
while actually living in dis-
obedience, we are in trouble. 
We are not in Christ and 
there is condemnation. No 
salvation. The wrath of God 
remains on us. False-grace 
doctrine is eternally deadly. 
There are many people fol-
lowing Jesus today in an un-
saved condition.
John 3:35-36 (ESV) 35 The 
Father loves the Son and has 
given all things into his hand. 
36 Whoever believes in the 
Son has eternal life; whoever 
does not obey the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of 
God remains on him.
John 3:18-19 (KJV) 18 He 
that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that be-
lieveth not is condemned al-
ready because he hath not be-
lieved in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 19 And 
this is the condemnation, that 
light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rath-
er than light because their 
deeds were evil. Deeds. Fruit. 
Works. They are evidence of 
our position in Christ. Yes, 
it’s hard to get saved, hard to 
stay saved, but if we walk in 
humility and grace and in the 
Spirit, eternity with Jesus is 
our inheritance!
TWO. Sin is treated as tem-
porally troubling but eter-
nally benign. – Hebrews 
10:26-27 (ESV) 26 For if we 
go on sinning deliberately af-

ter receiving the knowledge 
of the truth, there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for sins, 
27 but a fearful expectation 
of judgment, and a fury of fire 
that will consume the adver-
saries.
That verse stands on its own. 
The false-grace teachers em-
phasize that our sin may cause 
problems in the here and now, 
but there is no risk of Hell. 
This has to be one of the most 
troubling positions those in the 
false-grace movement take.  
Universalism is creeping into 
the church very subtly. False 
grace teaches that Hell is not 
a concern for Christians and 
Christian Universalism teach-
es that there is no Hell. Dif-
ferent twists on the same false 
doctrine. Yes, sin does result 
in trauma here on the Earth. 
But, it doesn’t end there. If we 
embrace a lifestyle of sin, we 
are not saved. We won’t go to 
Heaven. The day of judgment 
will be a day of horror.
The false-grace/semi-uni-
versalist position is one that 
would adhere to “once saved 
always saved.” My belief is 
actually quite the opposite—
once saved rarely saved. The 
road is not wide. It’s narrow 
and it’s rare to find people on 
it… and people who decide to 
stay on it.
Revelation 3:5-6 (ESV) 5 
The one who conquers will 
be clothed thus in white gar-
ments, and I will never blot his 
name out of the book of life. I 
will confess his name before 
my Father and before his an-
gels. 6 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.’ If we don’t 
conquer, don’t work out our 
salvation with fear and trem-
bling, our name is blotted out 
of the book of life.
Galatians 5:16-21 (ESV) 16 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, 
and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh. 17 For the 
desires of the flesh are against 
the Spirit, and the desires of 
the Spirit are against the flesh, 
for these are opposed to each 
other, to keep you from do-
ing the things you want to do. 
18 But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the 
law. 19 Now the works of the 
flesh are evident: sexual im-
morality, impurity, sensuality, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divi-
sions, 21 envy, drunkenness, 
orgies, and things like these. 
I warn you, as I warned you 
before, that those who do 
such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God.

If we walk in the Spirit, our 
flesh is subdued. However, if 
we aren’t walking in the Spirit, 
we are under the law because 
Christ’s sacrifice has been 
made of no effect. Therefore, 
even though we may have said 
the sinner’s prayer, paid tithes 
and lived a good life, that sal-
vation is nullified for us. The 
above scripture reveals what 
clear evidence to look for 
when analyzing our position 
in Christ.
I’ve heard of pastors who boast 
that they no longer preach on 
the cross, sin or Hell because 
we are in the age of grace. My 
God! The cross must be cen-
tral to our churches! There can 
be pastors who preach power-
fully, pray in tongues and lead 
large, growing churches who 
won’t inherit the kingdom 
of God. If they are driven by 
jealousy of other pastors or 
embrace division, the Bible 
is clear. If they don’t repent, 
Hell is in their future. Do you 
have any idea how much of 
the fear of the Lord is on this 
pastor? I tremble continually. 
False-grace provides tempo-
ral security in exchange for 
eternal torment. The enemy is 
more than happy to make this 
exchange.
THREE. Repentance and 
confession of sin are not nec-
essary after we have been 
saved. –False-grace teachers 
proclaim that our sins are for-
given past, present and future. 
This is simply not true. If we 
repent, we are forgiven. If we 
retain our sins they are re-
tained. The provision for for-
giveness has been made, and 
the true grace has been given 
to us to respond. The Lord’s 
Prayer itself makes it clear 
that we must both ask for for-
giveness and forgive!
Matthew 6:12 (ESV) 12 and 
forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debt-
ors.
1 John 1:9 (ESV) 9 If we con-
fess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness.
1 John 1:6 (ESV) 6 If we say 
we have fellowship with him 
while we walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the 
truth.
The false-grace theology 
commonly teaches that we, 
as humans in a fallen world, 
are expected to sin and that 
it’s the focus on sin, not sin it-
self, that puts us into bondage. 
The reality is that people are 
becoming affirmed in a sinful 
state with no fear of the Lord 
or fear of damnation to be 

found. Of course, false-grace 
teachers don’t encourage a 
lifestyle of sin, but they also 
don’t sound the alarm com-
municating any sort of eter-
nal threat. To them, there is 
no eternal risk whatsoever. A 
friend of mine shared this:
Amy Smith: Misrepresented 
grace has caused us to re-
spond to the command to be 
holy with an elbow bump and 
a wink, wink. “Ok God, we 
know what you mean. You’re 
not really asking us to be holy, 
you’re just telling us to make 
sure we’re under your grace. 
We know that You’re over-
looking those little sins we’re 
not dealing with. In fact, your 
grace allows us to also over-
look some things, such as all 
the scripture verses that call 
for standards that are higher 
than we can achieve.”
Another friend shared this:
Ed Hull: When we die, it 
will not be what we believed 
about our identity in Christ 
that will save us. It will be 
whether the concept of our 
identity produced good fruit, 
the fruit of righteousness. 
Simply put, repentance and 
confession is absolutely criti-
cal to our position in Christ 
after salvation. Most are un-
clear on their identity… they 
presume themselves to be ‘in 
Christ’ though they very well 
may not. If we are ‘in Christ’, 
there is no condemnation, but 
if we analyze our position 
wrongly, presuming to be ‘in 
Christ’ when in fact we are 
not, we are still condemned. 
Repentance is actually a very 
wonderful, joyful, fulfilling 
lifestyle!
The closer I get to God, the 
deeper into my heart I allow 
him to peer, the more wonder-
ful repentance comes flowing 
out. I love to repent! Even if 
it’s grieving, my heart comes 
alive as I realign with the 
Lover of my soul! The more 
I turn, the deeper into God I 
go! Ignoring sin, unbelief and 
other barriers to intimacy just 
can’t be our strategy! Presum-
ing they aren’t there when 
they are just doesn’t work. 
Repent continually and enjoy 
an indescribably journey into 
intimacy with Jesus!
FOUR. A biblical works 
message is renounced as le-
galism. – It’s striking to me 
how often I hear that a focus 
on holiness and obedience 
equates to legalism. How far 
from orthodox Christianity 
has the church fallen? The 
only point at which it’s le-
galism is if we were to reject 
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the cross and resurrection of 
Christ by attempting to work 
our way into Heaven. But, if 
we agree that Jesus is the only 
one who could have paid for 
our sins yet we also refuse to 
work, our salvation is a myth. 
Legalism is our attempt to get 
to Heaven by bypassing the 
cross of Jesus. Holiness and 
works are our response to the 
cross of Jesus.
Luke 6:46 (ESV) 46 “Why do 
you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and 
not do what I tell you?
Luke 8:21 (ESV) 21 But he 
answered them, “My mother 
and my brothers are those 
who hear the word of God 
and do it.”
Luke 11:28 (ESV) 28 But he 
said, “Blessed rather are those 
who hear the word of God and 
keep it!”
John 8:51 (ESV) 51 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, if anyone 
keeps my word, he will never 
see death.”
John 14:15 (ESV) 15 “If you 
love me, you will keep my 
commandments.
John 15:10 (ESV) 10 If you 
keep my commandments, you 
will abide in my love, just as 
I have kept my Father’s com-
mandments and abide in his 
love.
John 15:14 (ESV) 14 You are 
my friends if you do what I 
command you.
Philippians 2:12-13 (ESV) 
12 Therefore, my beloved, as 
you have always obeyed, so 
now, not only as in my pres-
ence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trem-
bling, 13 for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and 
to work for his good pleasure.
Matthew 25:23-30 (ESV) 23 
His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful ser-
vant. You have been faithful 
over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of 
your master.’ 24 He also who 
had received the one talent 
came forward, saying, ‘Mas-
ter, I knew you to be a hard 
man, reaping where you did 
not sow, and gathering where 
you scattered no seed, 25so 
I was afraid, and I went and 
hid your talent in the ground. 
Here you have what is yours.’ 
26 But his master answered 
him, ‘You wicked and sloth-
ful servant! You knew that I 
reap where I have not sown 
and gather where I scattered 
no seed? 27 Then you ought 
to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and at my 
coming, I should have re-
ceived what was my own with 
interest. 28 So take the talent 

from him and give it to him 
who has the ten talents. 29For 
to everyone who has will more 
be given, and he will have an 
abundance. But from the one 
who has not, even what he has 
will be taken away. 30 And 
cast the worthless servant into 
the outer darkness. In that 
place, there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’
Throughout the New Testa-
ment it’s proven over and over 
again that obedience, works 
and production (fruit) is man-
datory if we are to be—and 
stay—saved.
FIVE. Salvation is depicted 
as easy and/or permanent.  
– Jesus didn’t die on the cross 
to make it easy for us to get 
saved. He died so it would be 
possible for us to get saved. 
There is a temptation to with-
draw from the pressures of 
persecution, the call to holi-
ness, surrender and the cross, 
and a false-grace message is a 
perfect solution to that prob-
lem. It offers an escape from 
an urgent and fervent focus 
on obedience by dis-joining 
it from our position in Christ. 
The false-grace doctrine 
teaches that our eternity and 
our relationship with Jesus 
is already settled and we can 
simply relax and enjoy God. 
Our obedience is in no way 
joined to our relationship with 
Jesus or our eternal destiny. 
Additionally, there is a mis-
understanding of the process 
of salvation. Those impacted 
by the false-grace movement 
tend to believe that they play 
no part in salvation other than 
believing that Jesus was the 
Son of God. Anything other 
than that would scream of 
works and false-grace teach-
ing has convinced them to 
have an adverse reaction to 
anything that feels like human 
effort.
The scripture that most often 
comes to mind is Ephesians 
2:8-9:
Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) 8 For 
by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, 9not a result of works, 
so that no one may boast.
First, this scripture is quite of-
ten misunderstood. It is NOT 
saying that works don’t play 
a part in salvation. It IS say-
ing that works ALONE can’t 
save us. Basically, we can’t 
say, “Thanks Jesus for dying 
on the cross for me, and ris-
ing from the dead. Great job! 
But, you know, I’m not really 
interested in your version of 
salvation. So, I reject the cross 
and the resurrection… it’s just 
too narrow for me. Instead, I 

will give $1 million to a lo-
cal church and will buy my 
way into Heaven. I’ll pay the 
price myself.” We can’t pay 
the price. We can’t substitute 
Jesus’ payment for our own. 
But, that doesn’t mean we 
don’t work in RESPONSE 
to and in ACCORDANCE 
with the price that only Jesus 
could pay. We love Ephesians 
2:8-9, but usually, leave off 
verse 10:
Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) 10 For 
we are his workmanship, cre-
ated in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should 
walk in them.
We were created for good 
works. Paul reveals that we 
receive the Spirit via hearing 
by faith and not of works, yet 
that does not communicate to 
us that works are not to be ex-
pected. First faith, then works 
and not the other way around.
James 2:14 (ESV) 14 What 
good is it, my brothers, if 
someone says he has faith but 
does not have works? Can 
that faith save him?
It’s a rhetorical question. The 
answer, of course, is no. Faith 
without works cannot save us. 
This means, if we have faith 
in Jesus, worship him, pray to 
him, honor him… but don’t 
obey, we cannot presume to 
be saved. False-grace theolo-
gy would not agree with this.
James 2:18-20 (ESV) 18 But 
someone will say, “You have 
faith and I have works.” Show 
me your faith apart from your 
works, and I will show you 
my faith by my works. 19 You 
believe that God is one; you 
do well. Even the demons 
believe—and shudder! 20Do 
you want to be shown, you 
foolish person, that faith apart 
from works is useless?
The false-grace movement 
is shouting, “Show me your 
faith apart from works!” The 
question must be, “Are we 
like demons who have faith 
(believe) or do we also work 
in response to the mandates 
of God?” It’s easy and com-
mon to be falsely saved, but 
to truly be saved requires an 
extreme price—both on the 
part of Jesus and on our part. 
We can’t do his part and he 
can’t do ours—and this does 
have eternal implications. 
The false-grace message that 
minimizes obedience and 
works absolutely does result 
in people being cast into eter-
nal fire.

(Unsplash/Daniel Jensen)
 When wisdom enters your heart, and knowledge is 
pleasant to your soul, discretion will preserve you; under-
standing will keep you, to deliver you from the way of the 
evil man, from the man who speaks perverse things, from 
those who leave the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways 
of darkness; who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the per-
versity of the wicked; whose ways are crooked, and who are 
devious in their paths (Prov. 2:10-15).
 Some people have a hard time thinking a professing 
Christian can be evil, but the Bible is painfully pointed. For 
example, in Acts 5:3b, Peter says of one church member, 
“Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to deceive the 
Holy Spirit?”
 Evil people do not cause harm unintentionally 
as fools do. Instead, evil people intentionally plot harm, 
scheme to bring pain and destruction and feel vindicated in 
doing so because of their hurt, self-righteousness or corrupt 
nature.
 The way to respond to an evil person is with noth-
ing—the exact opposite of our response to a wise person. 
Draw near to a wise person and run from an evil person. 
Give more information to a wise person, and no informa-
tion to an evil person. Deal directly with a wise person, and 
let the cops and lawyers deal with the evil person.
  A wise person can be influenced toward godliness, 
and a fool can perhaps be brought toward wisdom after they 
have sat in their mess for a while. But the evil person has to 
be considered hopeless apart from a dramatic intervention 
from God—one that does not involve you, because there 
is little to nothing you can do. An evil person might not be 
beyond God’s ability to help, but they are probably beyond 
your ability.
Related Articles
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 At this point you separate, protect yourself and es-
tablish a definite ending to the relationship with no contact 
or information going forward.
 Evil people live by the power of demonic forces to 
harass and harm. Because of their demonic empowerment, 
they are far more powerful when seeking to cause harm 
than they otherwise are in normal life. Evil people who 
move into ministry leadership become wolves who strike 
the shepherd in an effort to scatter the sheep. Evil people 
require a professional relationship with someone trained to 
deal wisely with their issues.
 Mark Driscoll is a Jesus-following, mission-leading, 
church-serving, people-loving, Bible-preaching pastor and 
the author of many books, including Spirit-Filled Jesus, 
which you can order here. He currently pastors The Trin-
ity Church in Scottsdale, Arizona, with his family. For all 
of pastor Mark Driscoll’s Bible teaching, please visit mark-
driscoll.org or download the app. 

When wisdom enters your heart
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Belleview Cattle Farm

Dear valued customers, our mission at Belleview Cattle Farm 
is simple: we produce low maintenance, high performance 
cattle that will enhance profitability for any cattle operation.   

We have proven Angus genetics that work.  
 Call Happy Rakestraw at 606-271-1201 for all your 

Registered Angus needs.

American Farmers Are In Crisis

This story was originally published on Civil Eats.

but frozen hamburger. Many families have had their 
electricity turned off, including one farmer who relies 
on an oxygen tank. Schroeder appealed to the electric 
company on his behalf, but the head of finance refused 
to work with them. The family could get him to the hos-
pital if necessary, the farmer’s wife told Schroeder, be-
cause they had hidden their car in a barn nearby to keep 
it from being repossessed. Schroeder hasn’t been able 
to check in with the family since late July because their 
phone was disconnected.
   Schroeder, who has been a farm advocate for nearly 
a decade, says the calls now are more desperate than 
they were even a year ago, when he started at Farm Aid. 
“They’re more complicated situations. People are calling 
us when it’s too late [to save their operations],” he says. 
He can offer help to many farmers, but what was once 

a robust network of state-funded farmer advo-
cates has shrunk dramatically, leaving those remaining 
with more limited tools. “There are not many witnesses 
to this [crisis],” he says and sometimes simply being a 
witness is all he can do.
   These are not isolated stories. As early as February 
2018, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) pre-
dicted a decline in net farm income to its lowest level 
since 2002 (adjusted for inflation), with median farm 
income projected at negative $1,316. For well over a 
year, worries about a new farm crisis have rippled across 
rural America. The very term is synonymous with the 
1980s, when the bottom dropped out of the agricultural 
economy, sending thousands of farms into foreclosure 
and shuttering businesses.
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